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REMARKS 

These Remarks are in reply to the non-final Office Action mailed February 16, 
2006, No claims are hereby amended, added or canceled, such that claims 1-20 remain 
pending. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C 6 102 

Claims 1-9, 11-18 and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,835,302 to Funches et aL (hereinafter "Funches"). 

Claim 1 as filed recites a method comprising "measuring a plurality of distances 
successively traveled by [a] control object/ 7 The Office contends on page 2 of the Office 
action that Funches discloses this measuring step, and in particular points to col. 9, lines 
33-36 of Punches. However, an examination of the indicated text makes it clear that 
Funches does not in. fact disclose measuring a plurality of 'distances traveled. What 
Funches does is to fine-tune control signal based upon various positions of the actuator, 
and makes no mention whatsoever of measuring distances traveled by the actuator, As 
such, Funches cannot be reasonably construed as measuring distances traveled by a 
control object as required by claim 1. For at least this reason, Funches does not show 
each and every element of claim 1 and therefore cannot reasonably be said to anticipate 
claim 1. Allowance of claim 1 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-9 depend from claim 1 and are allowable for at least this reason. 

The Office has essentially repeated the rejection presented in the Office action 
mailed August 31, 2005. In response, Applicant has repeated the reasons this ground of 
rejection is deficient. The Office has yet to address these arguments, stating instead that 
they are moot in view of some allegedly new ground of rejection. If the Office insists 
upon maintaining this clearly deficient ground of rejection, a response to the above 
arguments is respectfully requested. 

Claim 11 as filed recites an apparatus comprising "a compensation circuit which 
measures a plurality of distances successively traveled by a control object." For reasons 



5 

PAGE 6/8 ' RCVD AT $1182008 4:00:48 Pfifl [Eastern DaySght Time) 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 1 DNI$:2738300 * CSfD:720 684 25SI 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02«34 



MAY 16 2006 14:39 FR SEAGATE LEGAL 720 684 2588 TO 915712738300 P. 07/08 

set forth above with respect to the rejection of claim 1, Funches cannot reasonably be 
construed as disclosing any element that measures distances traveled by a control object 
as required by claim 11. For at least this reason, Funches does not show each and every 
element of claim 11 and therefore cannot reasonably be said to anticipate claim 11. 
Allowance of claim 11 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 12-19 depend from claim 11 and are allowable for at least this reason. 

The Office has essentially repeated the rejection presented in the Office action 
mailed August 31, 2005. In response, Applicant has repeated the reasons this ground of 
rejection is deficient. The Office has yet to address these arguments, stating instead that 
they are moot in view of some allegedly new ground of rejection. If the Office insists 
upon maintaining this clearly deficient ground of rejection, a response to the above 
arguments is respectfully requested. 

Claim 20 as filed recites "means for determining a compensation value to 
compensate for variation in motor torque in relation to a plurality of measured 
distances successfully traveled by the control object/' For reasons set forth above with 
respect to the rejection of claim 1, Funches cannot reasonably be construed as 
measuring distances traveled by a control object, and therefore cannot possibly disclose 
means for determining a compensation value to compensate for variation in motor 
torque in relation to such measured distances as required by claim 20. For at least this 
reason, Funches does not show each and every element of claim 20 and therefore cannot 
reasonably be said to anticipate claim 20. Allowance of claim 20 is respectfully 
requested. 

The Office has essentially repeated the rejection presented in the Office action 
mailed August 31, 2005. In response, Applicant has repeated the reasons this ground of 
rejection is deficient. The Office has yet to address these arguments, stating instead that 
they are moot in view of some allegedly new ground of rejection. If the Office insists 
upon maintaining this clearly deficient ground of rejection, a response to the above 
arguments is respectfully requested. 
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Refection under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 10 and 19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over 
Funches in view of U.S. Patent 5,864,650 to Kadlec et al. 

Claims 10 and 19 depend from allowable claims 1 and 11, respectively, and are 
allowable for at least this reason. 



For reasons set forth above. Applicant respectfully asserts that present claims 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which is regarded as the 
invention. In addition, the present invention as claimed is not taught by the prior art of 
record or any combination thereof. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that the 
pending claims are in condition for allowance, and favorable action with respect to the 
present application is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner is not satisfied, but minor changes would apparently put the 
present case in condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 

Seagate Technology LLC 
(Assignee of the Entire Interest) 





Seagate Technology LLC 

Intellectual Property Department - COL2LGL 

389 Disc Drive 

Longmont, CO 80503 



(720) 684-2265 (telephone) 
(720) 684-2588 (facsimile) 
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